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y^s 

REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to take into consideration 
the state of the lines of Road leading from the city of Glasgow 
to Ayr, and thence to Port-Patrick, to ascertain and consider 
the state of their Revenue, Debt, and Expenditure, and to consider 
how far it would be practicable, and advantageous to the public 
interest, to consolidate the revenue, expenditure and debts alFect- 
ing the whole or any of such lines of Communication from 
Scotland to Ireland, and to report their Opinion thereupon to 
The House ; and who were instructed to consider the propriety of 
the establishment of Steam Packets between Port-Patrick and 
Donaghadee; and to whom the Petitions on the former subject 

were referred; Have considered the matters referred to them, 

and agreed upon the following REPORT ; 



Y our Committee proceeded, in the first place, to direct such returns 
to be made to them, from the different Trusts of which the roads 
from Glasgow to Port-Patrick form a part, as should enable them to judge 
of the state of their revenue, debt and expenditure, and thereby to form 
an opinion of the advantages and practicability of a consolidation being 
effected, provided the other inquiries, to which the attention of the 
Committee should be directed, tended to show that such consolidation 
would be advantageous. It appeared also necessary to resort to such 
evidence, as Your Committee could conveniently command, respecting 
the state of the roads referred to their consideration, and respecting the 
importance of the communication between Scotland and Ireland ; and 
they have accordingly examined Gentlemen connected with the* two 
countries, whose means of information enabled them to speak with autho- 
rity on those subjects. 

Your Committee can state, as the result of these examinations, that a large 
portion of the roads from Glasgow towards Port-Patrick, is in such a state 
as to admit of safe and com enient travelling ; but that there is a part of 
the line so bad, unsafe, and impracticable, as totally to obstruct intercourse 
and to prevent the enjoyment of those public benefits, which a safe and 
good line of road throughout, would afford. They can further state, that 
one opinion only prevails as to the importance of this communication to the 
commercial and general interests of the two countries ; in proof of which 
there have been referred to Your Committee, petitions from the counties 
of Ayr and Wigtown, the borough of Stranraer, and from a body of mer- 
chants of the city of Dublin ; all stating, in strong terms, the importance 
which they attach to the improvement of the intercourse between Ireland 
and the populous districts of Scotland, the counties of Ayr, Renfrew’ 
Lanark, the city of Glasgow, and indeed the whole of the north of Scotland’ 
They beg also to refer to the evidence of the gentlemen who have been 
examined on this branch of the subject. 

A3 The 
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4 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

The importance of this communication being rendered complete and 
convenient, seems to arise, not only from the general feeling of interruption 
to intercourse, which the present state of the road presents, but from the 
specific importance of the Post being conveyed with expedition and cer- 
teinty by this route, so as to prevent persons resorting to the conveyance 

^ “d Holyhead ; than which Your 

Committee think that there cannot be a stronger proof of the necessitv of 
improvement. This view is confirmed by fhe Evidence o? fc OeLe 
Henry Freeling, who states, that the experiment of sending ship lettL 
bags by steam packets direct from Glasgow to Ireland, hL very par. 
tially succeeded and that the route by Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, is 
mnl *¥ fegular conveyance of the mail ought naturally, and 

must ultimately depend. Your Committee have not thought it necesarv 
to multiply examinations respecting the utility to the city of Glasiroiv 
of this communication beyond those of three gentlemen. Members of the 
Committee, all intimately acqumnted with the interests of that citv who 
concur m stating, that the improvement of this road has long been 
IrTnd!^ “ ^ “ “tercourse wkh 

Your Committee have examined Mr. Telford, as to the state of the 
road, and the opinion he entertains as to the improvement of it, where ne- 
cessary. It will be seen by the perusal of Mr. Telford’s evidence, that he is 

forTT" *7" .“tGlrvan, the lines of road are sufficient 

for the purposes of intercourse (and Your Committee have occasion to know 
teat material improvements have been executed in many places since 
Mr Telford had an opportunity of seeing those roads), buf that between 
Girvan and Stranraer, the road is bad and dangerous ; and that he thinks 
an improved line may be obtained without great difficulty, and at an ex- 
pense which Your Committee is not disposed to consider beyond the reach 
of accomplishment, by an arrangement, which in conclusion of this Report 
they are enabled to submit for consideration. ^ 

They have also examined Mr. M'Adam, whose local knowledge of the 
country enab es him to speak with confidence ; and his opinion is even 
more favourable as to the execution of the necessary improvement al a 
moderate expense, and as to the facility on the whole lines generally of 
i^roving and maintaining them in repair, upon principles which will 
effect a peat amelioration of their condition, and econoraite their revenue 
On all these points the evidence of Mr. M'Adam appears to be most imJ 
portent. 

It appears also to Your Committee, that unless the portion of road be- 
tween Girvan and Stranrpr be rendered convenient for travelling and 
mineral intercourse, the adrantages intended by Parliament to ari e^fron 
the expenditure on the harbours of Port Patrick and Donaghadee, ca„™oJ 
be received by the public ; as. until the road be rendered sufficiently good 
to admit of ready intercourse along the whole line of country, trifvellers 

rLt' Tr “P harbours, ™i„g Irthc 

defect of the road rendering it impossible for them to complete their 
journey with safety and expedition, and this consideration is the more im- 
portant, because the passage by sea at Port-Patrick and Donaghadee is 
the shortest between Great Britain and Ireland, and it is well kLwn that 
ti e line of communication on which there is the shortest distance by sea 

ml'tTlling':" " of oLve: 



Committee will now proceed to state the views which they take of 
the Revenue, Expenditure, and Debts, on the lines of road from GlLgow to 

Port- 
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ON GLASGOW AND PORT-PATRICK ROADS. 

Port-Patrick, and the principles on which they are disposed to rec<JTnmend 
a measure, bj which every object which seems to be desirable for the 
public interest may be attained, with a scrupulous regard to existing 
public and private rights. It is necessary to set out by stating, that as 
there are various lines of road leading from the city of Glasgow into the 
county of Ayr, and onwards through that county, it appears to Your Com- 
mittee to be convenient and advantageous that more than one line of road 
should be adopted, with a view to being made a part of one great trust 
under a Parliamentary Commission. This plan appears to be advan- 
tageous, because it avoids any division of revenue, secures the largest sum 
of annual income, takes away all rivalry between different roads leading to 
and from the same places, and renders practicable an united and uniform 
system of management in the administration of Income and Expenditure, 
such as cannot fail to ensure economy, and the most efficient system of 
control and management in all departments. It seems, however, that the 
principle of the adoption of more than one line of road, between the same 
places, ought to be limited to roads where revenue already is, or is 
likely to become considerable, even although there may exist debt on 
the line ; and it will appear, in the statement to be made, that in the 
plan hereinafter submitted, the Committee have been regulated by this 
consideration. 

It appear.s from returns made to Your Committee, that the roads leaving 
Glasgow in the direction of the county of Ayr, are situated in what are 
called the Gorbals and Kilbride Trust, a district comprising a part of 
Renfrewshire, with a small portion of Lanarkshire, placed by Parliament 
under one united control. The roads contained in this trust have been 
made and kept up at great expense, and the debt of that trust amounts to ^ ^ 

60,231/. 7s. Sfrf.; the revenue for the year commencing May 1823, *’ 

being 7,233/. Your Committee are of opinion, that two principal lines of 
road leading from Glasgow to the confines of the county of Ayr should be 
adopted, and made part of a proposed united trust, viz. : — 

1st. The road leading from the old bridge of Glasgow, passing through 
the Gorbals turnpike, thence by Cathcart bridge and the village of Mearns, 3- 

to the boundary of the county of Ayr near Flockside : 

2dly. Tlie road leading from the Gorbals turnpike to Pollock, shaws, and 
thence by Barrhead to the boundary of the county of Ayr near Lu^ton 
bridge, including the road from the new bridge of Glasgow, to the point at App* n» 3. 
which it intersects this last-mentioned road. 

These roads form the Eastern termination of two great lines of road 
from Glasgow to Ayr, which Your Committee recommend should be con- 
solidated ; and in order to effect this, as far as they are within the Gorbals 
and Kilbride district, it appears that a portion of the debt of this trust 
should be a.ssumed and discharged by the proposed consolidated trust, say 
o-6ths of this debt, /. e. 50,000/. on condition that the same proportion of 
the total revenue, i. e. 6,000/. per annum, shall be made over to commis- 
sioners for the benefit of the proposed consolidated trust; the remaining 
part of the revenue continuing, as at present, applicable to the roads not 
incorporated in the new trust, and responsible for that portion of the debt 
not so assumed and paid. Your Committee consider that this arrangement 
would be fair and equitable to all parties, being fortified in their opinion by 
the evidence of a Gentleman, who acts as a leading trustee in the adminis- (Mr. Muir.) 
tration of the important concerns of the Gorbals and Kilbride trust ; and 
they apprehend that this arrangement is a very material step towards effect- 
ing an advantageous consolidation of the revenue on the whole lines of 
communication. 

486. .A3 It 
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® REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

at GWo^ th!tT f pontage levied on the bridge, 

veS h Tsmz these pontage, are lot, for the currL 

year, is 2,300/. , and that the amount of debt for which they are nledirwl 
and which remains unredeemed, is 6,6871. Is Id Your rVimmof 
aware that a great proportion ’of the rILue iel on the br^^gesTf 

the cTuntvrf r* paid by those who travel the roads lea^nffro^ 
the county of Ayr, through the Gorbals and Kilbride trust and 

*^hat when the existing debt is redeemed it 
a /initable and advantageous to the city of Glasgow that 

a stnall amount of pontage should continue to be levied and be made 
applicable, by the authority of Parliament, to the purposes of the nroJ!!, 1 

should be annually carried to The“nt rfTh“ pmprd\™^'™d“” 

say miles at 851. per mile . . . . . ^,gss 

at467pe?mile*°‘” “> ^“hockshaws 2 m. dF.'saya'miles 

Avv'f;, /to"? ?°h°<ihshaws to the confines of the County of 
Ayr near Lugton bridge 11m. 60vds. say 11 miles at 00/. per 

- - 660 

Total Sum for annual maintenance 

dimto* but these rates may be materlallv 

diminished, by an introduction of the principles of mmagement aid 
economy winch have recently become so well understood. 



App* N* 7. 



App« N»* 8 & 9. 



4^ G. 3- c. 48. 
53 G. 3- 



of 'aw *°nevf ? Expenditure and Debts, on the roads in the county 

ot Ajr, next fall under consideration;—!. Roads from Glasgow to Av/ 
The two lines which Your Committee recommend for adoption^are— ^ ' 

roadsTatlty- u'n\rc fT ” continuation of the 

Ld M^SSn! to Ayt “ Kilmariimik 

to Monckton, at which point it joins the line N’ 1 leading to Ayr. ^ 
yea’J^Jon- ‘‘ for the last 

MrctoCto a;^^ 

Pontage at Bridge of Ayr . . “ ~ 

2nd.-The road ftoin near Lngton Bridge by Caldwell, the * 

Girdle and Irvine to Monckton - . . . gQ^ 



Total annual revenue 



5^. 2, .503 13 4 



In this statement no account is takpn nf fli^ i • i • ? 

Kilmarnock, under special acts of Pai hament I tl whlr^m r “ 
do not think it desirable to recommend 

■Witi 
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ON GLASGOW AND PORT-PATRICK ROADS. 7 

With respect to the pontage at Ayr, it is proposed to pay off the debt 
outstanding, and continue the pontage, hy authority of Parliament, for the 
benefit of the new trust the existing right to levy such pontage terminating 
when the outstanding debt is discharged. ® 

TTie debt on these two lines of road, from the confines of the county of 
Kentrew to Ayr, by the returns, stands thus : ^ 

The road from near Flockside, by Kilmarnock, to Ayr 900 - ^ 

fj hy Irvine, to Monckton 6,76.5 - - 

3d.— Debt on bridge of Ayr ^ 

Total debt - . «€’. 9,131 4 11 

The expense of maintaining the said roads will require, by returns — 

1st. Road from near Flockside to Kilmarnock, 10 miles, at 

19/. lOi. per mile jq, 

M.— From Kilmarnock to Ayr, 11^ miles, at 37 f. per mile !! 425 10 - 

8d.— Road from near Lugton-bridge to Irvine, IS miles, at 24/ 

per mile 

4th.— From Irvine to Monckton, 8 miles, at 15/. per mile - 124 - _ 

Total annual maintenance - - £. i,052 10 ^ 

n. — Roads from Ayr to Girvan. 

The revenue being levied at points common to both roads, and being bv 
law applicable to both, Your Committee recommend, that between Ayr anil 
Maybole there should be adopted, 

1st.— Road from Ayr to Maybole, by Monkwood-bridge. 

2d.— Road from Ayr to Maybole, by Alloway-bridge. * 

By the returns it appears that the Turnpike Revenue as levied for the 
last year i.s on — 

1st— Ayr, by Monkwood-bridge, to Maybole - - . . ggg 

2d,.— Ayr, by Alloway -bridge, to Maybole .... 350 

^89 - - 



Act 45 G. 3. c. 37. 



The debt on these two lines from Ayr to Maybole, is by the returns 

1st. — Road by Monkwood-bridge 4,114 16 9i 

2dly. — Road by Alloway-bridge - - . - . 3*860 18 8^ 

Total debt - £. 7,975 15 5 \ 

The expense of maintaining the said roads will require, by returns 

1st. — Road by Monkwood-bridge, 4 miles at 1 o 

15/. 5s. per mile - - . _j>«. Dl-- 

5 ^ miles at 10/. 10^. per mile ... 

2dly.— Road by Alloway-bridge, 

3 miles, at 7/. 7^. - - - . . 

6 milesj at 10/. IO5. 



55 2 6 



116 2 6 



- 21 1 - 
. 63 - - 



Total annual maintenance - £. 200 3 6 



For the same reasons Your Committee recommend, that between May- 
bole and Girvan there should be adopted — 

1st. — The road by the village of Kirkoswald. 

2d. — The road by Lochmoddie bridge. 

A 4 By 



App* 

App* 



N- 7. 
N* 8. 



App* N“ 10. 



App* N» 
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8 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

By the returns it appears that the turnpike revenue levied for the last 
year is, on — 



1st. — By Kirkoswald 

2d. — By Lochmoddie bridge 



By the returns it appears that the debts 
Maybole to Girvan, is — 



s. d. 

- 222 10 - 
■ 311 10 - 



£.534> - - 



on these two lines of road from 



1st. — By Kirkoswald 

2d. — By Lochmoddie bridge 



64)6 - - 
- 4,904 5 7 
£: 5,550 S 7 



It further appears by the returns, that for the maintenance of these 
two lines of road, there will be required — 



Jst. — By Kirkoswald, 12 miles, at 8/. 8s. per mile - - lOO 6 — 

2d.— By Lochmoddie bridge, 12| miles, at 20i. 10^. per mile - 251 2 6 

£351 8 6 



III. — The road from Girvan to the confines of the county of 
Wigtown. 

By the returns it appears that — 

1st. — The revenue is 

2di — The debt - 

3d — The annual maintenance of road, 22 miles, at 2/. 11 6rf.I 

per mile - - > 56 13- 



It IS necessary to state, that this is the portion of the whole line where 
no improvement has ever been made, and that as it passes through a thinly 
inhabited country, there are no natural means by which it can ever be 
improved. 

Such is the cause of its having hitherto remained in its present bar- 
barous state, and it is so bad as to preclude even the internal intercourse 
which might otherwise take place ; and it is also necessary to state, that it 
passes along the margin of the sea, occasionally on the edge of the most 
dangerous precipices. The rate of toll hitherto levied is very low, but 
were the road improved the rate ought to be raised, and the revenue 
would no doubt be greatly augmented. 



In all cases within the county of Ayr, Your Committee have stated the 
capital sums of debt as returned, without interest, in the belief that all the 
creditors, beliig the trustees on the roads, would readily accept of payment 
u . without interest; thereby however expressly understanding, 

that all parlies having advanced money to the trustees on such roads, 
should receive tor the same, payment of interest in the same way as they 
have hitherto done from the trustees, up to the period of the repayment of 
their advances and previously to the consolidation proposed. 



The continuation of the line of road within the county of Wigtown is 
next to be considered. ° * 

It is necessary to keep in view, that this road, so far as it lies between 
Staanraer and Port-Patrick, is also a part of the communication from 
Dumfries to Port-Patrick, so that some arrangement to recognize the 
interests of that other great line of road would no doubt be necessary in 
Mrrymg into effect the proposed consolidation. Of this consideration, 
lour Committee are perfectly aware, but they entertain no doubt that 

the 
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ON GLASGOW AND PORT-PATRICK ROADS. 9 

the respective interests of the two roads may, without difficulty, be 
arranged. 

By the returns it appears that— 

1st. — The Revenue between the boundary of the county of £ s d 

Ayr and Port-Patrick is - - . . . 400 19 6* 

That the debt proportioned to this line of road is - 1,080 — - 

5d. — That the sum reguired for its annual repair, is 17 miles 

at 6/. per mile per annum 102 - - 



App* N* 14. 



I 



The result of the foregoing statement will be as follows : 

I. — Total Revenue of proposed consolidated trust, calculated upon existing 
rates on roads from Glasgow to Port-Patrick. ^ 

1st. — County of Renfrew, 

Turnpike revenue - - ag 6,000 - - 

Pontage at Glasgow, to fall in 

in 1826 - 



2d. — County of Ayr, 

Turnpike revenue 
Pontage at Ayr 

Sd. — County of Wigtown, 

Turnpike revenue 

£. 11,360 12 10 



7,000 - - 

3,639 - - 
.320 13 4 

3,959 13 4 

400 19 6 



II- — Total annual expense of maintaining roads in repair according to the 
returns received. 



1st. — County of Renfrew .... 
2d. — County of Ayr .... 
Sd. — County of Wigtown . . - . 

III. — Statement showing the surplus revenue. 

1st. — Total revenue 

2d, — Total maintenance of road - - - 

Total surplus revenue - 



1,687 - - 

1,680 14 - 
102 - - 



£. 3,469 14 - 



- 11,360 12 10 

- 3,409 14 - 

- £. 7,890 18 To 



IV.— Total amount of debts proposed to be 
order to obtain the consolidated revenue. 
1st.— County of Renfrew - - - 

2d. — County of Ayr ... 

3d. — County of Wigtown - - . 



assumed and discharged, in 

- 50,000 - - 

- 22,657 5 11^ 

- 1,080 - - 

j^. 73,737 5 11^ 



V. — State of consolidated sum required to establish the proposed trust, by 
executing the improvement of the road between Girvan and Stranraer, 
and by discharging debts. 



Ist. — Supposed expense of new line of road - - 16,262 14 -k 

2d. — Debts to be paid 73,737 5 111 



£. 90,000 - -■ 



Your Committee have to observe, that they consider the result of the 
foregoing statements to be most favourable to the view of the establish- 
ment of a consolidated general trust, on the roads leading from Glasgow to 
Port-Patrick. It appears that it would be necessary to assume and dis- 
charge debts to the amount of 73,737 /.5 s. lift/.; and Your Committee 
B estimate 



Pririted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



10 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

estimate the proposed improvement of the road between Girvau and 
Stranraer , where it is at present an absolute obstruction to intercourse, at 
16 , 262 /. 14s. Oid. making in all the sum of 90,000/. necessary to be 
advanced in order to carry into effect this undertaking. 

Your Committee beg to state, that this sum of 16,262/. 14 s. 0 f d. is 
stated hypothetically ; but they consider it to be as fair an estimate as 
they have the means of making, having no sources of precise information ; 
adverting, however, to the evidence of Mr. Telford and Mr. M'Adani on this 
point, they are disposed to think that the expense is likely to come under, 
rather than to exceed that sum. At the same time they are quite aware 
of the importance of this point being accurately ascertained, before a Bill 
shall be brought into Parliament, to carry into effect the recommendation 
of the Committee ; and they are not without hope, that it may be deemed 
proper, where so great an improvement seems to be within reach, that 
a Survey should be immediately directed, in order to ascertain, not only 
the expense of the necessary improvement, but to decide on the highest 
authority the line in which the new road ought to be conducted. This 
Survey, Your Committee conceive to be the first step towards the accom- 
plishment of the great national object in view ; and Your Committee 
earnestly recommend, that no delay should take place in obtaining that 
precise and satisfactory information, which a Survey would afford, but 
which they have no means of procuring or of reporting to the House. 

Your Committee have been informed, by one of their members, that 
the principle of consolidating small trusts, has been successfully acted upon, 
in the case of the London and Holyhead road. The part of it, between 
Shrewsbury and Holyhead (110 miles) was formerly under the management 
of seven trusts. In 1819, an Act passed for vesting it in fifteen commis- 
sioners, who hold their meetings in London. The general management 
of this road has been conducted with the greatest ease, while the skilful 
and economical application of the funds has been attended with the 
preservation of the road in a state of perfect repair. 

The same principle of consolidation has also been resorted to, and Your 
Committee have reason to know with great advantage, on the road from 
Carlisle to Glasgow; so that the principle of the recommendation of 
Your Committee has the sanction of two great experiments, which have 
been attended with perfect success, and great public advantage. 

Your Committee have to remark, that according to the view tliey have 
presented, there exists a surplus annual revenue of 7,890/. 8s. lOd. which, 
estimating the capital debt to be incurred at 90,000/. is within little more 
than 1^/. per annum of 9/. per cent, on that sum; a revenue which Your 
Committee apprehend w'ould enable such persons as might be authorized 
by Parliament to raise the sum required on the security wliich the sanction 
of Parliament would enable them to afford. But they entertain no doubt 
that the revenue would greatly increase; and while such increase ought to 
be applied to the improvement of the condition of the roads generally 
within the trust, it would seem necessary that a surplus revenue of at least 
8/. per cent should be guaranteed to those who might be disposed to 
treat with commissioners for the advance of the money required ; that is to 
say, that a guarantee of a rate of interest not exceeding 4-1. per cent, and 
of a sinking fund of4/. per cent per annum, shall be provided, and rendered 
certain. By this provision, there can be no doubt that the roads would be 
maintained in a good and constantly improving condition ; that the creditors 
on the trust would be gradually paid off; and that the public would, at no 
very remote period, be relieved from the payment of a revenue greater 
than necessary to maintain the road, and have in all time coming the 
great and important benefit conferred upon them, of a Hue of communi- 
cation 
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cation between Scotland and Ireland, which could not fail essentially to 
promote the interests of botli countries. 

In concluding this part of the Report, Your Committee have only 
further to remark, that in an inquiry of this kind, it is difficult to be quite 
certain that some minor consideration or interest may not be overloolced, 
or imperfectly recognized ; but as they view their proceedings as instituted, 
more for the purpose of inquiry and consideration, than for definitive 
arrangement, they trust that any snoordinate error or imperfection in their 
statement may not be deemed to be subversive of their general views, or 
of the result at which they have arrived. 



Your Committee have further proceeded, in obedience to the instruc- 
tion directed to them by The House, to consider the advantages and 
practicability of the establishment of Steam Packets between Port- 
Patrick and Donaghadee ; they have had referred to them, on this 
subject, documents which have been transmitted to the General Post ‘5. ><». 

Office, and to the Treasury, a perusal of which will exhibit the views of 
parties greatly interested in this matter, and show the progress which has 
been made in the improvement of the harbours of Port-Patrick and 
Donaghadee. 

Your Committee beg also to refer to the valuable evidence of Mr. George 
Henry Freeling, whose attendance before them they directed, believing 
him to be better qualified than any other individual, to give information 
to the Committee. Nothing can more strongly confirm the unanimous 
wishes of the public, than Mr. Freeling’s opinion of the importance of the 
establishment of Steam Packets on the passage between Port-Patrick and 
Donaghadee. A return from the Post Office at Port-Patrick proves the 
uncertainty and frequent failure of intercourse between Scotland and 
Ireland, owing to tlie present system of Steam Packets. This return 
shows, that in one year there were 97 days in which the present packets 
could not make a passage ; that the average duration was about 8 hours, 
and the actual time varying between hours and 25 hours. Mr. Free- 
ling states the great advantages of a change, from a similar system, 
in the passage between Holyhead and Dublin, and his conviction that 
the same companitive benefit would be derived from a similar change of 
system between Donaghadee and Port-Patrick. 

Your Committee regret, that the state of the harbour of Port-Patrick 
seems to present a temporary obstacle to the attainment of this great 
object ; and they earnestly recommend, that the Commissioners for the 
improvement of that harbour should proceed with activity to complete such 
parts of their works as may render certain the speedy adoption of the 
same system of conveyance by Steam, which has been productive of so 
much advantage between Holyhead and Dublin. 

Your Committee are happy to report, that it is in the contemplation of 
the Post Master General to send a Steam Vessel to make experiments on 
this station, in order to expedite the establishment of Steam Packets, and 
to decide on the description of vessels which will ultimately be best 
adapted to it. They trust that the Postmaster General may be able to 
carry these experiments into effect, at a very early period. 

Your Committee are strongly impressed with the importance of this 
branch of the subject, both as affecting the conveyance of the Mails with 
regularity, dispatch and certainty, but as connected with the interior both 
of Scotland and Ireland. 

B 2 Were 
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12 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Were Steam Packets established, as Your Committee hone they speedily 
may, the revmue on the roads, on which Your Committee have previously 
reported, could not fail to be greatly augmented, and the proposed con- 
Mhdated trast would become far more flourishing in respect of Annual 
Revenue, thm Your Committee have been able to state it on the basis of 
an actual and existing revenue. 



Your Committee beg to conclude, by expressing the satisfaction they 
experience at being able to point out the means of carrying into effect 
a great national improvement, without any aid to be derived from a erant 
of money by Parliament. “ 



24 June 1825, 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 






'nV™ ifarjis;, 6* die Maii, 1823. 

THOMAS FRANCIS KENNEDY, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



Mr. Thomas Telford, called in ; and Examined. 

TT AVE you travelled between Glasgow and Povt-Patrick ?— I have. Mr. 

±1 Have you a general recollection of the slate of the road between those two Thomat Telford. 
points? — I have. ^ y 

Are you aware that the road, as far as Girvan, is in a state tliat may be travelled 
with ^fety and convenience ?~I have several times travelled it and found no obstacles 
or mfficulties, and consider it in general in a good and passable state. 

You consider that at any rate, with a good system of repair, that that road might be 
suthciently good for the purposes of intercourse ?— I do think so. 

Are you also aware, that ^e state of the road between Girvan and Stranraer 
especi^ly that portion of it within the county of Ayr, is such as to present the greatest 
iinpedimenfs to travelling, and to be, in fact, dangerous and unfit for so great a com- 
munication r— I know, from experience, that it is very imperfect and even dangerous, 
and IS unfit for the general communication between Glasgow and Port-Patrick • upon 
the whole it is unfit for wheel carriages. * 

Have you such a recollection of the general aspect of the country between Girvan 
and Mranraer as to be able to state an opinion as to the possibility of making a good 
hnc of road between those two points r— I have a distinct recollection of the general 
shape of the country, and as the mountain is close to the sea, there can be no' doubt 
that a very good and easy and safe road may be made around its Case. 

Should you consider that such an improved line would be attended with a very 
great expense ?— I am of opinion, that it might be made at a comparatively moderate 
expense, because the precipice below would admit of the excavated ground being 
thrown off at an easy expense, and there is an abundance of stone and other materials 
lor protecting walls, securing tlie banks and constructing the road way. 

Do you recollect, that the difficulties which will occur in such a line of road only 
Mcur at intervals, and that although a few miles of the road might be expensive! that 
the facilUy of making the remainder would reduce the average expense to a moderate 
rate . — 1 am convinced that such is the fact ; for although the space between Ballantrae 
and J^ch-Ryan would be difficult and expensive, the remaining part between Stranraer 
and Loch-Ryan would be comparatively easy and cheap, and there are no expensive 
bridges required m any part of the line. 

The Committee presume, without a particular inspection and survey of this line 
that you could scarcely hazard an opinion as to the sum of money for which the im- 
proved hue might be made between Girvan and Stranraer ?— Witliout such inspection 
and survey I cannot take upon myself to decide, either upon the exact preferable 
line or the definite expense. 

Should you think it at all likely that such a work might be executed for a sum not 
exiteeding 20 , 000 /. ^ — I think it is probable it may not exceed tliatsum. 

Supposing such an improved line to be completed, should you consider it could be 
maintained at a moderate annual rate of expense?— I think, from the situation, shape 
ot the ground and the convemcncy and plenty of good materials, tliat they might be 
expeSe"^*^’ constructed at a comparatively very moderate 

From your genera! knowledge of the condition and intercourse of the west of 
Scotland with Ireland, is it your opinion that this communication to Port-Patrick is 
an important public object? — I am decidedly of that opinion, knowing that the con- 
nection of Glasgow and Ayrshire with the nortii of Ireland is very great 

B3 ■ You 
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Tio^^'Alfcrd taportant object, both to Scotland and 

J improvement should be earned into effect ?— I am fully of that 

Should you anticipate, that if the whole line from Glasgow to Port-Patrick was in 
a good state, that the mtercourse would probably increase, and that the revenue would 
Mnsequently nse above the present amount ?— I think there is every probabi°itv 
i™!e ^ “"d constructed, that the intercourse woufd 

tErr^d f ““'■“V ® 'mperfect state of 

fcefon’ ® “ different 

of pErt^Sld'Do^tl^Efd::^ “ 

consider that the full public advantage of this outlay can be derived 
eommunication from Port-Patrick to this populous district of Scotland is 
t"! Ta"' perfect?— It IS quite evident that the communication from Port- 
one of IL*'’ “““'“'‘“"“g districts of Lanarkshire, Ayrshire and Renfrewshire is 
one of the most important connections with Port-Patrick, and therefore that the 
p Wic benefit of the outlay will not be fully enjoyed without this communication h 

l,,?k “f'd“ that every small ouUay U now required, compared to what 

I supp^,”'”'^'*’ “>>>rf?-V«y small indeed, nof a twEnS 

John LoiulmM' Adam, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

HAVE you, for a long period of time, bad occasion to know the country between 
Gtemw and Port-Patrick ?— 1 have, for these last forty years. ^ 

Did you not at one time reside in the county of Ayr, and act as a trustee unon the 
hi^ roads withm that county ?-I did, for fourteen years, ^ 

Have you occ^ion to know the importance of that line of communication from 
Glasgow to Port-Patrick?— I know that it b veiy iinportaot with respect to the cor 
respindence between Glasgow and all tlie manufacturing districts^ with Ireland ■ 

I think It is a road of much less importance to the country itself, than it is ns a com' 
mnnication between Ireland and Scotland. “ 

Have you occasion to know generally, that the line in which the road is carried 
mirn Glasgow as far as Girvan, is convenient and suitable ?— There were some verv 
mconveiiient places upon that road, hut they have been altered ve™ much rf hte 
^ i^™'™ ““"‘y of Ay : the rmd voes enti dE 

tar.Ee iy ““S improved! 

Then, is it your opinion, that if that portion of the road were kent in anr,,\ 
ftauhe hue is sufficiently good for the purposes of public intercourse ?— fthink if the 
road were managed tolerably well, it would be an exceedingly conveniei hue of 

-Iglyt m^agr tbe'E!'™:! 

Str«^ElY*"rhl!^^ country between Girvan and 

Have you a distinct recollection of the state of the road between those two points ? 
The road between Girvan and Glennap, which is very hilly, I think it mivht he 

GbZp aEd Cdm!'''"'’''’''' ““ “Pcovement beLeen 

ihthprs^^kErofraT^iiei 

spoken of, ever since I was a child,\nd I recollect tha! it isso m"' ® 

T .V t -t™ ‘*’0 purposes of traYellina?— 

ronvSmt” foe "■avdling, and might be made both safe\nd 

Are you aware of the state of the inland roads ?— Yes ; the inland road was made 
wi h a view to avoid the present dangerous road, but it is round-about several 
whfeb ‘“convenient, and it goes over a high ridge of country 

which could not be avoided on that line. s o. euumiy 

StanraCTE Thi‘'“' "'“‘i ^ “"<< 

™T .t , P.'?®"' “iiptcssion on my mind is, that a very good road might be 

a ^ particularly looking at it I muld not cute? into 

Are 
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Are you not aware, that although some portions of it might be expensive, the other 
portions would be comparatively easily made ? — I believe the whole of that road might 
be made at very little expense, with the exception of where you have to cut through 
absolute rock. 

Do you not consider, that the materials for making and maintmning the road, 
could be had with ease along the whole line ? — I think the materials for making and 
maintaining the road between Girvan and Stranraer might be got from the side of 
the road without cartage, a considerable part of the way. 

Is it your opinion, that if the line of road were made, it would be maintained in 
good order at a moderate expense ? — I should think at a very moderate expense, par- 
ticularly moderate, because the material is so extremely good ; if the road was made 
upon a good principle and with those materials, I have no idea when it would be worn 
out with the traffic of that country. 

Can you, from your general knowledge, hazard an opinion, that to make the line 
of road from Girvan to Stranraer good, convenient and safe, would not cost a sum 
exceeding 20,000/. ^ — I am quite safe in saying it would not exceed 20,000/. and 
might perhaps be done for considerably less. 

Are you aware, that large sums of money are at present in the course of being ex- 
pended upon the harbours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee ? — I have heard so. 

Do you consider that the public, especially the commercial districts of the coun- 
ties of Ayr, Renfrew and Lanark, can derive the benefit of that outlay unless the line 
of road leading to Port-Patrick is improved ? — It appears to me, that the reparation 
and making convenient the harbours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, had in view 
the facilitating the communication between Scotland and Ireland, and that the expense 
of so doing will be thrown away, unless the communications by land to the harbour 
of Port-Patrick are made convenient and safe for the agriculture, commerce and 
manufacture of the country ; the line of road by Stranraer, Girvan and Ayr to Glas- 
gow, being the great communication between Ireland and the manufechiring districts 
of Scotland, is of the greatest importance to the trade and manufactures of the 
kingdom. 

Should you not consider it of great public benefit, if the road was such as to admit 
a mail-coach being established from Glasgow to Port-Patrick ? — I should think it of 
the greatest importance, because I know that the Glasgow merchants and manufac- 
turers have been very much inconvenienced in sending bills and other valuable pro- 
perty by post on horseback instead of coach, which they consider very unsafe ; and 
that they actually have been in the practice of sending valuable papers round by 
Holyhead ; and I have been credibly informed within these two days by a Glasgow 
gentleman, that they are actually in the habit of doing so now. 

Is it your opinion, that if the revenue and expenditure on the whole line of road 
from Glasgow to Port-Patrick could be consolidated under a Parliamentary commis- 
sion, that a system of economy, and at the same time of improved management of 
the road might be introduced? — I am quite certain as a general principle, that con- 
solidating lines of road contributes to letter management and economy ; and I am 
particularly of that opinion with respect to this road, which is divided into a great 
many sub-divisions of trusts. 

Are you of opinion, that such sub-division leads to unnecessary expense, and to an 
imperfect system of the application of the funds ? — If this whole line of road were 
consolidated under one set of commissioners, it would be in their power to establish 
such an efficient executive department as would insure the good management of the 
road ; and they would have it in tlieir power to direct the funds in such a manner as 
to make the whole road equally good and efficient for the use of the public, without 
those partialities which must take place at present, leaving many parts of the road 
almost impassable. 

From the manner in which you recollect portions of this line of road to be repaired, 
is it your opinion, that the same sums of money expended in a different manner might 
have produced a much better road?— I have always been of that opinion, but my 
experience of late years has confirmed me very much in that opinion; I have seen 
the mismanagement on the road, particularly from Glasgow to Ayr to be so great, 
that I sincerely believe one half of the money that has been laid out upon it since 
I knew it, would have made it a very excellent road, whilst with double the expense 
it has been a very bad one. 

Is it consistent with your recollection, that along the whole line from Glasgow to 
Port-Patrick, there is abundance of fine materials ? — 1 am not acquainted with a line 
of road of the same length which is so well off for materials as that is, where the 
material can he so easily procured and so good. 

13 4 



J, I. M‘Adam, 




(8 May.) 
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/nuiam Muir, Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 

-I acquainted with the counties of Renfrew and Ayr 

“■>•) roS'in cott^f “Sf' 

Have you coosequenUy occasion to be well aenunintprf «.;tu *ki ,. 

road in the different directions from the city of Giaseow ? I hn Rcijpl mes of 

ts^sKssr'- cas 

of Gksy„°"toTy“’and'fon^^^^^ KSi Po7t-pL“tv™ b7l am 

SiFHsS— 

is of importance to ScotlandTrnd parUu, 

the ctoi° r?“™ commercial intercourse takes place between 

=.sr •• c™"“ - « »« ■". st-pa-Xna 

hartml^hluT’tto^7”tk a'dl^’ communication to those 

derive the full benefit of that expendfture ?-Cer'Sv ■ R " 

Kr.V‘ Wont upon ti:;., will„o.r7i»,t 

afpra'apcsff r:,r 

Stranraer is extremely billv ; and owing to its being narrow aSd^h^"' ^’7^" 
sea. with a precipice below, it is dangerous in many in^ it wt r" 
stderable improvement to be called a“proper l“ of norirq' 

present state, such a road as the public would require, in as far L I recSe« t 
1 have not been there these five or six years “ i reconect it , 

tte/orif t 

I gotout of the carriage and walked up Znd down Ms ™ '" “ “''"‘‘S'’ 

bhould you not consider, that to travel that road by night, would be so daneerous 
as to prevent any person undertaking it ?— I should thlni- in f dangerous 

is slippery, it woSd be a verv da^ngLus mad and very tfkdlf ^ 
gr^t auentton paid, there would he great danger in the lil co^ch travellLTitTy 

Should you consider it a public benefit if, by the improvement of this nortinn of 
the commumcalton, the whole road to Port-Patrick could be rendered sutaUe 71^ 

rsSthetr“"““ sho^w;rkti“o:^d 

m|^he^r:Ld1i^L^5au7L“ '‘^^'Sfasgo;^ 

Do 
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Do you consider, that in a military point of view, this communication is important Wtlixam Mmr, 
to the two countries ?— In as far as a good road to march upon is better than a bad 
one, I certainly do. 

And ill relation to baggage? — Yes; the conveyance of any sort of goods would (5 May.) 
be improved by the improvement of the road. 

Is it consistent with your knowledge that troops have, in passing from the west of 
Scotland to Ireland in general gone by this line of road ? — Ye.s. 

With a view to render this communication good, should you think it desirable that 
the revenue on tlie whole line of road leading from Glasgow to Port Patrick should 
be consolidated with a view to the introduction of an uniform system of manage- 
ment, as to economy and improvement of the road ? — I think in carrying the measure 
into execution, that might be a desirable part of it, with sufficient attention to the 
interests that are at present involved. 

If an arrangement could be entered into, by which the debts aftecting the lines of 
road could lie consolidated, and paid, does it occur to you that the consolidation 
of the revenues might be effected ? — I should suppose there would be no objection, 
with proper attention to the interests of those at present concerned. 

Are you of opinion, with resi^ct to « hat is called the Gorbals Trust, near Gla^w, 
that if a transaction were carried into effect, by which a jiroportion of the debt 
affecting tliat trust sliould be paid, a proportional part of the revenue of that trust 
might be obtained for the general purposes of the line of coimnunication ? — I should 
think so. 



Should you think it likely that the trustees on that trust would be disjwsed to 
negociate with the public for an arrangeinent on the principle of having a large 
piojrortion of their debt paid up, and delivering over to the public a proportional 
share ot that revenue? — As one of tlieni, I should think they would; I am speak- 
ing without any communication with the others. 

Are you to be understood to stale, that you consider such an arrangement would 
be consistent with the existing rights of parties, and tending probably to the future 
public benefit? — Such an arrangement could not be made without attention to the 
existing rights of parties; I do not suppose it would be attempted vviihout pro- 
viding for that. I think it would be attended with public benefit. 

With a view of obtaining the largest amount of revenue u))on the plan of conso- 
lidation, should you think it desirable that the revenues of the three lines of road 
from Glasgow to Ayr should be consolidated? — In following out the plan now in 
contemplation, I should think it would. 

Do you consider that such consolidation would facilitate the general object in 
view, by removing a rivatship which miulit otherwise subsist between the different 
lines of road, and by allowing the whole revenue to be carried to one common 
fund ? — I think it would. 

Is it your opinion, that if the whole line of communication was improved and 
rendered complete to Port-Patrick, the general revenues on tlic wliole line might 
increase? — To a certain degree I should think lliey would, as rendeiing the couunu- 
uication by the improved line to Ireland more l'rc(iuent. 



Archibald Campbell, Esquire, m. p. ; Examined. 

YOU, Sir, represent the city of Glasgow r — Yes. 

Have you occasion to know, that ;.i important commercial intercourse exists be- Archibald Campbell, 
tween Glasgow and the surrounding country and Ireland r — I bave occasion to kqow, 
that an improvement between Glasgow and Port-Patrick is considered by the trade • 

of that city as an object of the highest importance ; and that with a view to effect 
.such improvement, I, in conjunction with several other members of the House of 
Commons, connected with the west of Scotland, did at the solicitations of the mcr- 
cliants of Glasgow, make an application to the late Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
praying liiat a survey of the road from Glasgow to Port-Patrick might be made at 
the expenseof government, with a view to effect an object so desirable. 

Have you occasion to know?, that the government has authorized a considerable 
expen.se on the harbours of Port-Patrick and Donagbadee? — 1 know there is sudi 
a grant. 

Do you consider that the public can derive a full benefit from tiiat expenditure, 
unless tiie communication from Glasgow to Port-Patrick be rendered safe and con- 
venient throughout : — Certainly not. ■ 

Have you occasion to know, iliat the communication by post is at present precarious 
48b. (j and 
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(6 May.) 



(9 May.) 



the establishment of a mail-coach from Glasgow to 
f-ort 1 ntnck, would be a public benefit ?— I do t a very great public benefit ^ 

&it youropmon, that the intercourse with Ireland byfteam^at all supersedes the 

Do you consider, that without a communication by land to Port-Patrirk that it is 
possible to depend upon any certain intercourse at all seasons of the year ?— I do not. 

Henry Monteith, Esquire, ir. p. 1 Examined. 

^ DO you consider, that the communication from Glasgow to Port-Patrick is of 
,.mpor.aoce to the city of Glasgow, in its commercial inlrcourse with M„„d 
I certainly do think so ; and a number of merchants of Glasgow thought so sometime 
a^, for either last year or the year before, I presented mo'Je than one to 

1 new road. “P°“ Particularly pending the survey bt 

sfam'^o/?h a™sWerable inconvenience is experienced from the 

stale of that communication being very imperfect?— I have always understood so ■ 
I have travelled the road myself, and I do think it is in some parts^er/dm^rouf ’ 
Have you known that any want of confidence in the safety of the conreyanS of the 
-^st, was felt ID G asgow from the state of that road.=— I am not sure that ever 
L'f 'n ‘ “f*' u ^ “ ‘'®S“'ar want of confidence ; but know ino the road 

as I do, all tlie persons that have the same knowledge cannot entertain perfect con 
fidence m the regular transmission of the mail by it ‘ 

‘J'flfore consider it as a public benefit, if this communication could 
be rendered sa isfaclory ?— I think it would be of very great public benefit both to 
Glasgow and their correspondents in Ireland. ^ ^ ‘ ° 

to Por/Palrick =-^1,' r “P°“ port of the road from Glasgow 

farasAyr,bntwhe^h“Tt'd<::st“o"^^^^^^^^^^ 

PotLSndo-n"s„"™“ i'-coach Sortr^e, to 

Should you consider, that the outlay which lias been authorized by His Maiestv’s 

government upon the harbours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, can afford alUhe 
advamages of which it is capable, if this road is not improved ?-CerC„lv not off 
the advantages winch might be derived from these improvements. ^ 

Do you consider, that such outlay can be of much service to the city of Glaspmv 
without such improvement ?-I really think it cannot be of any serviefat all witC 
thisimproveiiient; but 1 wouldsay, independently of every other LnsideraLaUhon^^^^^ 
ttere was no harbour there, the present line of road is the wo™ ever cmrnS 

pa^rots 3 ™r„danmi;l“'^ intercoursTbr rote 

J. Buchanan, Esquire, m.p. called in; and Examined. 

YOU, Sir, represent the county of Dumbartonshire, in Parliament?— I do 

' rifJr r f°r i*’^ “"■n^ercial .1™ of he city of 

Glasgow ;-In general I have; my connections are in Glasgow ^ 

Have you occasion to know that important comraerciaF intercourse subsist, he 
tween Glasgow and the surrounding country, and Ireland ?-Cer 

Have you occasion to know that the merchants of Glasgow are dissatisfied with 
the present communication with Port-Patrick ?— Yes I have h™vH "‘™ 

and I Wieve that an application has been made for letters to be Int to iSfast 
steam-boats, in consequence of the badness of the road to Port-Patrick 

‘f present communication by post in that line of 

road « uncertain and precarious?-! have heard it; partly on tha leo„„e 
partly on account of letters being dearer by goinu that w«v fr„l Im.i 

'‘'should ‘*“'1'’'^ “mrannication by post giSs from Glasgow by Halyhe^^' 
Should you consider, therefore, that an improvement of the road by whic\ a m.ail 

coach 
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coach could be established between Glasgow and Port- Patrick, would be a J. Buclmm, 

advantage to the city of Glasgow, and a public benefit to the country ? — 1 certainly 
should. '' ' ' 

Should you not consider it of great benefit to the county of Wigton, to have an 
easy and safe communication with the commercial interest of Glasgow ? — I cer- 
tainly do; I understand that there is a considerable quantity of cotton yarn sent 
into that district of the country, to be wove into cotton cloth, which is sent and 
returned in carts, to which the present state of the road is a great obstruction. 

Isaac Stewart Esq. called in; and Examined. 

DO you reside in Dublin? — Yes. 

Are you engaged in trade there? — Yes. 

Have you occasion to know any thing respecting the commercial intercourse be- 
tween Ireland and Scotland? — Yes, I have. 

Do you consider it important to that intercourse that the road between Glas- 
gow and Port- Patrick should be safe and convenient at all seasons of the year?— • 

I dd. 

Are you aware that great inconveniences arise from the course of post in that 
dfirection, being precarious and uncertain ? — Yes, I am. I have been for years back 
extensively concerned in the trade between Dublin and Glasgow, particularly in the 
corn trade: I have been a large shipper of corn from Dublin to Glasgow, and 
i have, therefore, a great number of correspondents in different parts of Scotland, 
as many as from 40 to 50, and latterly I have established a house at Waterford, in 
which I am concerned, therefore I have a considerable interest in the communication 
between Ireland and Scotland; the course of post at present between Dublin and 
Glasgow is three days, even if regular, but it has frequently occurred that there have 
been eight mails due between the two cities. The reason of that, however, arises 
from the circumstance of the packets at Port-Patrick not being able to make the 
passa^ in consequence of strong westerly winds blowing into the port. 

Are you aware that the government have authorized an expenditure on the har- 
bours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee ? — Yes, I have been so informed. 

Do you consider that the public can derive the full benefit of that expenditure, 
unless the road leading to Port-Patrick is rendered safe and convenient? — I do con- 
ceive it cannot. 

Do you consider that if the harbours and road were improved, that the establish- 
ment of a steam-packet in the passage, would be advantageous? — I do; the course 
of {K)st, ill that event, would be 33 hours, or less, from Dublin to Glasgow, instead 
of 72 hours, as it is at present, with all the uncertainty which at present attaches to 
the intercourse. But I consider a further measure would be necessary in respect to 
the rate of postage, in order to render such an alteration available to the public; 
namely, to equalize the postage between Dublin and Glasgow by that particular 
road, the postage between Dublin and Glasgow by Holyhead; for instance, a single 
letter from Dublin to Glasgow, by Port-Patrick, is one shilling and eleven-pence 
nalfpenny, and the postage from Glasgow to Dublin, by Holyhead, is one sliilUug 
and five-pence. 

Should you consider that the improvement of the road, so as to admit of the 
establishment of a mail coach from Glasgow to Port-Patrick, would be a public 
benefit? — I do. 

You are aware that great convenience is derived to the two countries from the 
establishment of steam packets between Scotland and Ireland? — Yes, I am; and 
that great benefit is derived to the trading community in such intercourse between 
Scotland and Ireland. 

Do you think that the establishment of steam packets from Glasgow to Ireland, 
at all supersedes the necessity of the intercourse by land to Port-Patrick, being 
reudered as convenient mid certain as possible ? — I do not. 

Is not tiie line of road from Dublin to Belfast, and from thence to Dona^adee, 
a very perfect communication? — It is very perfect. 

Does not that circumstance render it the more desirable, that the arrangemetAs at 
Donaghadee to Port-Patrick, and the road from thence to Glasgow, should be 
made as convenient as possible? — Yes. 

Would uot the intercourse with the whole of Ireland be thereby essentially pro- 
moted ?— It would. C2 . 



(9 May.) 



Isaac Slewarl, 
Esq. 
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Jauies 3i'CuU, Esq. called itij and Exanjined. 

YOU reside in Dublin r — I do, 

^ > Are you engaged in trade? — I am. 

(9 iMay.) branch?— As a general commission merchant, and a distilierv 

Course of your business? 

nave not had so much as I used to do. 

betwMn k"owWge of commercial ioteicoorec 

of Scotland and Ireland, formed any op.mon as to the importance of the line 
of r^d between Glasgow and Port-Patrick?-I think it is a Seat obiect hot) to 

?oSs in toat hi I'^weon the two 

Avf ° -7d„":“r'‘r‘ ‘ n" and the conaty of 

Ayr . I do , I travelled on it in this summer t« elvemonLh, it was very bad ^ 

tra°m4XTtltrtai„V®^“‘ and^dangerons in 

and!?.'"* “aaasion to know that the course of post in that line of road is uncertain 

lte;ir:„7r,7yh““"“‘"^ “ “■ ^ «»> ™y letters 

Are you of opinion, that an improvement in that road, by which a mail coach 
" t“lr e PuhimteS P 

toeJ^lelrh’mll^rraS'ckt^ Ca^dee?! 

Do you consider, that the full benefit of that expenditure can be derived for the 
pnWtc, without tl.e road to Port- Patrick being improved P-Certail rot 
Do jou consider, tliat if the improvements upon the harbour are^comnleted and 
rf an miprovement of this road shall also bo executed, tta you Tuld ceie to 
direct your letters to be sent by Liverpool and Holyhead ?— I sliould answer that thus 
If regular steam packets from Port-Patrick to Donaghadee were estaMishld and if the 

If the road and harbours were improved and steam packets were establish#*!! ia !t 
1 think"? is"*^ ''“Portance that the intercourse should be as speedy as possible P-Yes 

teratoid “ot?dly^ 

KotlaTd"""”''""''^ of »f Ireland, and co,?e?ue“?toS 

Holer/ Haig, Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 

WHERE do you live?— In Dublin. 

you engaged in trade in the city of Dublin?— lam 

J^Zd?-/ r: tTiiS: „it 1 gTiX'“f ’""r -- 

tirroTd or eighiylrl ThaveSt trLS 

travelled it latel?Ir™Efth?™dq7e“7"‘“"°"^ '™“' ’ ‘‘’““S'' ' 

From 
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From your recollection of the state of that road, are you of opinion that it is an Rohert Haig, 
obstruction to the intercourse between Scotland and Ireland ? — Certainly, it is a very 
great interruption. '' 

Should you consider it a public benefit if that road was rendered safe and con- (9 
venient for travelling? — Certainly. 

Can you state to the Coimnitiee any thing of the present inconvenience as to the 
course of post upon that road ? — No, it is nut in my power ; but I thought of apply- 
ing to Sir Edward Lees, secretary to the post-office of Ireland, as I thought the post 
could go in much less time than it does ; the length of time it takes appeared to me 
ridiculous. The usual course at present to go to Scotland is this ; persons leaving 
Dublin take the coach in the morning and reach Belfast at night. I believe, about 
seven or eight o’clock, they remain tliere for the night ; on the next morning they get 
the steam boat which takes them to Glasgow, and which arrives there in less than one 
day, 20 hours I think. 

Are you of opinion that the establishment of steam boats between Donaghadee 
and Port-Patrick w ould be of material advantage ?■ — Certainly, a very great advan- 
tage, as the passage might be performed during the day, I believe in about three 
hours, which in winter, I conceive, would be of most material consequence to the 
intcrcoui-se between the two countries. 

If the harbours of Donaghadee and Port Patrick were improved, should you 
consider that the public w ould have the full benefit of such improvement, unless 
the road from Port-Patrick towards Glasgow was also improved ?-— Certainly not. 

It would be a very great public advantage to have a good road from Port-Patrick to 
Glasgow. 



Mr. John Jamieson, called in ; and Examined. 



DO you reside in Dublin? — I do. 

In what business are you engaged ? — In a distillery. 

Have vou occasion to know that an important commercial intercourse exists 
between Scotland and Ireland, by the way of Port Patrick and Donaghadee — 
1 have. 

Should you consider it as important for that intercourse, that the whole line of 
road leading from Glasgow to Port Patrick should be such as to admit of safe and 
convenient travelling at all seasons of the year, so that the post might be carried with 
perfect safety and regularitv ? — I certainly think it would facilitate the communi- 
cation between the two countries, and thereby promote the interest of all those 
concerned in the trade between the two countries. 

Have you ever had occasion to hear if the intercourse by post on that line of 
communication is precarious and uncertain ? — I know that it was so much so this last 
year, that letters from Scotland were desired to be sent round by Liverpool and 
Holyhead ; but I do not know whether it was owing to the state of the road, or to 
the passage across. 



Sir Robert Shaxc, ii. p. called in ; and Examined. 



Sir Robert, you represent the city of Dublin ? — I do. 

Are you aware of a commercial intercourse existing between Ireland and Scotland 
by the w'ay of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee? — A very great one. 

Have you ever happened to hear, that the state of the road from Port-Patrick 
towards Glasgow was inconvenient and dangerous ? — I have heard so. 

Should you consider therefore, that an improvement of the road by which that 
intercourse could be rendered easy and convenient at all seasons, would be 
a material advantage to the two countries? — Certainly, it would be very materially 
advantageous. 

Do you recollect having yourself travelled on that road ? — I do. 

Did you experience any inconvenience? — I did, the hills were so very great that 
I found it almost impossible to get over them. I travelled with my own horses, and 
I found great difficulty indeed in some of the hills. 

Are you aware that government has authorized a considerable expenditure on the 
harbours of Port-Patrick and Donaghadee ? — Yes, I have, by the returns before the 
House. 

Do you consider that the full benefit of such out-lay can be secured to the public 
unless the road towards Glasgow be improved ? — I certainly tliink not. 

Do you think that lire establishment of steam packets between Scotland and 
.48b. C 3 Ireland 
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““"I of this road of little public importance ?_Bv no 

the establishment of them at™ e H^Sd ZttioT 1° mlke^E™''’' “ 

mmmrnSf- 

George Henry Freelmg, Esquire, called in ; and Examined 

;; betwetIiS„d1n°d'Trtnd^X^^^^ " “-'Ved 
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harbours to thf Lords of the rl^f t^“”“i.=™ers of the 

’ivhich he i'ead^ Tf nnng. ( P^P^i' '^as handed to ihe -witness 
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passage ought to be made within four hours. “ ’ “ ^ ™‘“S‘= 
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the outside; for if I recollect rmht Ih*. i ’ . ^ t^>‘lcen hours would bo 

to Calais is nine hours. ’ leaver 

That was under very particular circumstances J-A contrary gale of wind. 
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at Dover; we have found that at Dover the vessels are rather too large for the 
power of their machinery. 

W'hat is your opinion as to the probable number of days, throughout the year, in 
which steam packets would not l>e able to effect a passage ?~That is entirely 
matter of opinion ; but I should say in round numbers about twenty. 

Consequently there would be a diminution in the number of days in which a pas- 
sage could not be effected, in all probability from ninety-seven to twenty ?— I think 
we found at Holyhead that there were only eighteen days in the year on which the 
packets could not go to sea, and on those days the weather was such that a frigate 
would scarcely liave put to sea. 

Were tliese seventeen days last year ' — I tliink for the year ended July 1 822, 

Do you think that the departure of the mails from Ireland and Scotland respectively 
might be so arranged that a day passage for the steam vessels might always be 
obtained ? — I should think so, and it would be a great object to us to have a day 
passage in every point of view. 

Do you apprehend that the mails are at present so arranged, that if steam packets 
were upon the station they would set sail early in the day ? — From Port-Patrick the 
passage would be by day, and, according to what I believe to be the departure of the 
packets from Donaghadee, for the greatest part of the year it would, according to the 
present arrangement, be by day-light ; but in the event of the establishment of steam 
boats, the Post Office would naturally make arrangements, depending upon the 
average length of passage. 

Would not such arrangement upon the passage tend very much to prevent the 
uncertainty and delays which at present take place in the arrival of the Irish mail? 
— Certainly. 

Have not great advantages been derived from tlie establishment of steam packets 
at Holyhead ? — Very great indeed. 

Be so good as to state to the Committee the benefits which have arisen at Holyhead 
from the system of steam packets, as compared with tlie system of sailing packets 
formerly in use ? — I will not venture to give an answer with any degree of accuracy, 
but I think I am correct in stating, that more than 3-4ths of the number of mails 
which were formerly detained are now delivered in course. 

Do you apprehend that the same comparative benefits would arise upon the 
Port-Patrick and Donaghadee station? — Yes, provided the harbours were equally 
good. 

Have you occasion to know that the Irish mails are at present very frequently due, 
and that the post is obliged to depart witliout them ? — Yes. 

Would not the certainty of the arrival of the mail enable the Post Office to make 
arrangements extremely convenient for local purposes in Scotland and Ireland? 
— I should conceive, certainly. 

Would not the intercourse between the north of Ireland and London be consider- 
ably expedited by the establishment of steam packets? — Very much. 

Have you had occasion to see the memorial which has been transmitted to the 
Post Office and the Treasury, on the subject of the harbours of Donaghadee and 
Port-Patrick? — Yes, I have; and it appears from the report of the engineer, that 
although Donaghadee is fit for the reception of steam packets at all times of the tide, 
at Port-Patrick, during four hours of each tide, the steam packets could not lie 
afloat; from the experience we have had at Dover, although those vessels areas 
strong as they possibly could be built, it must always be very prejudicial to the 
vessel, with a ^eat weight of machinery, to take the ground at all, and they could 
not be built with such good qualities for speed if they are built for the purpose of 
taking the ground. 

Be so good as to refer to the statement transmitted to the Treasury on the 12th of 
May, and to the report of the resident engineer at Port-Patrick, dated the 9th of 
May 1820?— [J^ am handed to the witness, who read the same] — The engineer 
states, that the packet would be in no danger at any time in the harbour of Port- 
Patrick, except perhaps a little during very high gales of wind from the south and 
south-west, provided the vessel was properly constructed for taking the ground. 

Are you of opinion that it would not be expedient to establish steam packets on the 
statement which is submitted by the resident engineer? — Upon adverting to the 
former opinions given by the engineer at Port-Patrick, and also the engmeer at 
Donaghadee, who seems thoroughly acquainted with Port-Patrick harbour, I should 
have great doubts whether it would be found practicable at present 

Do you consider that the circumstance upon which you founded that opinion, is 
^ 4 the 



G. H, Treeiing, 
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°K ^11 ?-Priiidpaliy, that ahe cottid 

not run to the harbour at all tunes of the tide, ivhlcli it would be very advisable that 
she should do in that pasMge, aud the injury that the vessel must sustain with all 
that weight of machinery in taking the ground. 

thevTil'a.Ti*''* f steam boats at Port-Patrick as 

tlw I K ' "s f'“' “ regards the vessels themselves ; but 

tire harbour of Port-Patnck is not so good as tlie harbour at Dover, allliougli there 
they are aground, and are frequently subject to accidents from that very circumstance; 
at Dover the packets take the mails lour days a week onlv, and we have two • at 

thm “ouK^^^ ™ 

You have seen Mr. IlnH's letter relative to the ships being laid up at Donaabadee ■ 
could not an arrangement be made some how or other to have the Irish mail brouabt 
over, and for the Meam packet to lie off till the Scotch mail was put on board and 
fr™ fear it would be rjuite impracticabie ; the’ mail 

from Port-I atnek being the first mail to be dispatched by the steam packet, which 
would return with the mail from Donaghadee ; if she lay at Donaghadoe, she must 
have to make her first passage over, in the morning, to Port-Patrick to take the mail 
and return with it to Donaghadee, then return with the Donagiiadee mail in the 
afternoon, to Port-Patrick, anil back again to Donaghadee ; it could not be done ; 
It the mails could be reversed it would do very well, but not without that. 

Do you cohsidcr that the importance of the passage at Port-Patrick and 
‘“k niuch impaired by the recent experimeut of sending 

the ship letter bags from Glasgow to Belfast?— I should think not; by anaccoulrt 
of two ■nonths it appears, that only 859 letters were sent between Glasgow and 
Greenock and Belfast by those vessels, lire postage of which is 14/. 4s. which seems 
to prove that the merchants do not avail themselves of that irregular mode of 
communication. ® 

Is the Committee to understand, therefore, that the Post Office consider tire 
f 'ii,''! “mniumcation as that upon which the public must permanently 
depend for that communication r—1 believe it will be found that respectable mer- 
chants will always prefer what is termed the regular course of post. 

improvement of the road towards Port- 
I'atnck from Glasgow is important for the transmission of the mail? — I can onlv 
answer that generally, that the better the roads are the faster the mails will travel. ’ 
Do you not hnd, that from the increased expedition in the despatch of letters 
from ^ndon to the north of Ireland, by Dublin, that almost all letters go that wav 
.instead of by Port-Patrick and Donaghadee ?-More letters go now, iWe, by 

steL"paltfat"lW,lreL 8“ ‘he introduction of 

fvolS!7°“d'‘"7 ‘n ‘he ‘ime of arrival ; for instance, a letter despatched 

from Irendoii by Donaghadee to Dublin, and the same letter despatched by Port- 
Patrick ; what difterence would there be in point of time?— A letter from London 
on the Monday .light would get to Dublin on Wednesday afternoon ; despatched 
from Dublin on Wednesday night, would arrive at Belfast, I believe, at^eleven 
o clock on Tnarsday morning; then, by way of Port-Patrick, a letter on the 
Monday nigb w opid get to Port-Patrick at six o'clock on Thursday morning 

It you had a steam packet, on its arrival at Port-Patrick. it would get sooner 
to Donaghadee ?— It would be the shortest and the quickest. ® 

T ■ k ? h“ hecn the practice occasionally, at Glasoow, to send 

Irish letters by Manchester and Holyhead .f— Yes, I believe so » ’ “ “‘"h 

Does that arise from uncertainty, or some want of confidence in the conveyance 
by Port-Patrick and Donaghadee.-— I should sup'pose it arises from the uncertainty 
of the present mode of conveyance between Port-Patrick and Donaghadee ^ 

Is It your opmion, conseqnently, that if circumstances admitted the cstablisli- 
."t^cotS would be completely restored ,0 that 

Is It your opimon that the establishment of steam packets there now depends 
entirely on then being afloat at all limes at Port-Patrick?- Perhaps not so^nre- 
^e y their being afloat at all times ; it depends upon the state of the Imrliour ■ ^tho 

SI “f establishing steam packets there, were 

the harbour in a fit state to receive them. 

d,j!r I’w “k k“ ‘“ “'<= establishment of steam packets now to be 

.that at I ort-I atrick the vessel must take tire ground ; do you conceive, that as sooii 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



/d>7 

ON GLASGOW AND PORT-PATRICK ROADS. / 

fiS the bwbour of Port*Patrick admits of a steam packet being afloat at all times, 
that it will be tlie opinion of tiie postmaster general that it is then fit to establish^ 
that system? — I think the postmaster general would certainly attempt it at that 
time; it will depend a good deal upon the protection of the harbour, which^ the 
eopneers say, is very much exposed to soutivwest winds. 

Do you apprehend, tliat when the works at present in progress are completed,' 
sufficient protection will be given to the harbour? — Not having seen the harbour, 

I am not able to give an opinion ; but I djould think, if tliey lie afloat, tliey would 
be as well protected as the sailing vessels would be. 

• What measures have been taken by the postmaster general with a view to as- 
certain the state of the harbours, and the probable practicability of establishing steam' 
packets, and the class of vessels that would be suitable to that station? — 'There is 
a veesd, called The Ivanhoe, uow employed temporarily on the Holyhead station, 
during the time the regular packets are refitting ; and I believe the postmaster, 
g^eral has it in contemplation, as soon as those regular vessels are fit for service, 
to send the Ivanhoe to make the attempt at Port-Patrick and Donaghadee; and by 
that means he will be enabled to ascertain the state of the harbour, and the cltiss 
of vessels that are best adapted for the passage. 

Can you state to the Committee, at what time it is probable that the postmaster 
general may have it in his power to make this experiment ? — It depends entirely on 
the length of time the refitting the regular packets will take; in the course of the 
■present autumn, I conceive, there can be no doubt that the trial will be made. 

Are you enabled to state to the Committee, that if, upon examination, the harbours 
were found to be fit for the reception of steam packets, the postmaster general would 
take measures for their establishment? — The postmaster general is so sensible of 
the importance of the northern communication with Ireland, that I believe I am 
justified in saying, he would immediately take measures for introducing steam packets; 
if he was satisfied that the harbour was perfectly ready for their reception. 

Do you think that the intercourse between the]two countries would be promoted 
by steam packets in such a way as to make the returns considerable? — I ^ould 
hope that the establishment of steam packets would induce so many people to go 
by that passage, who are now deterred by the uncertainty of sailing vessels, that the 
packets might pay their own expenses, or in any event not exceed die sum at present 
paid for hiring the sailing vessels. 

Do you not think that travellers, who now go by another way, would be inclined 
to make a passage at Port-Patrick and Donaghadee, in consequence of its being the 
diortest sea passage lietween Ireland and Great Britain ? — W e have reason to believe 
this to be the case; in the instance of Holyhead, many people take the longer land 
journey merely on account of tlie sea passage being so much shorter ; and con- 
sequently prefer the route of Holyhead to that of Liverpool. 

James Gordon, Esquire, called in; and Examined. 

ARE you aware that it has been considered desirable that steam packets should be Cordon, 

established between Donaghadee and Port-Patrick? — It has long been the wish of E$q. 

the people of the counties with which I am connected, to have steam packets ' ^ 

establish^ from Donaghadee to Port-Patrick. 

Is it your opinion, that there would be a great increase of travelling by that .pas- 
sage if they were so established?— Certainly; previously to tlie establishment of 
steam packets from Dublin to Holyhead the intercourse between Ireland and Lon- 
don was much more common by Port-Patrick and Donaghadee than it now is: in 
former years there used to be two sets of inns at each of the stages on the roail 
from Port-Patrick, by Carlisle to London ; lately there has only been one set of 
inns, and the number of travellers has decreased considerably^ owing to the regular 
passage from Holyhead to Dublin, by which {>ers()ns travelling even to Belfast can 
arrive there more certainly in a shorter period of time than they can by Port-Patrick 
and Donaghadee. 

Is it your opinion, that if tlie passage by Port-Patrick and Donaghadee had 
similar advantages to what now exist at Holyhead, that persons would again resort 
to this passage as being the shortest between Ireland and Great Britain? — 1 have 
not the least doubt of it; the passage being by much the shortest, persons who are 
unwilling to take a long sea passage would most certainly prefer the one between 
Port-Patrick and Donaghadee. 

Should you not auticipate, as a necessary consequence, that tlie revenue of the 
486. 1) roads 
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JamtsOnam, roads in both directions from Port-Patrick into Scotland would be considerably in- 
. 3 creased?— I have no doubt of it; I should think at least a third, and, perhaps 

CifiJune) considerably more. I should also conceive that it would be of very considerable 

advantage to the funds of the road between Port-Patrick and Glasgow, as persons 
who now go m steam packets between Belfast and Glasgow, and ryho are un- 
willing to lake so long a sea passage, would prefer going between Port-Patrick and 
Donaghadee, 

Have you had occasion to know the road between Port-Patrick and Avr?— 
I have; I know it well. ^ 

Is there not a part of it extremely impracticable and dangerous?— Very dangerous 
and very hilly, and certainly not adapted for either mail coaches or carriages to run 
with that safety and expedition which is now so much attended to. “ 

Should you not consider it a matter of great public benefit, if this portion of the 
road could be rendered equally good with the remainder? — I think it is one of the 
roads in that part of Scotland which requires the greatest alteration and improvement 
that I know, and I have no doubt it may be made an exceedingly good line of 
road, so as to shorten the communication between Glasgow and” Port-Patrick in 
point of time one-third. 



Sir D. H. Blair, 
Bart. 



Sir David Hunter Blair, Baronet, Examined. 

HAVE you occasion to know the road from Ayrshire towards Port-Patrick? Yes. 

Will you state to the Committee the nature of the road from Girvan towards 
Stranraer.-' — The line is of the worst possible description; very steep and dange- 
rous in many places. ® 

Should you conceive that the improvement of that communication would be an 
important public benefit? — I conceive it would be a very great public benefit as 
opening the only communication between the whole west and north of Scotland and 
Ireland. 

Should you conceive, that if the line of road were made throughout safe and 
convenient, that the intercourse upon that line of communication would considerably 
increase? — To a very great degree, certainly. 

Are you of opinion, consequently, that the revenue on the road would also re- 
ceive a corresponding increase?— I have no doubt of it. 

Should you conceive that the improvement of that communication would be gene- 
rally as well as locally beneficial to Scotland ?— Certainly it would, both to the 
district through which the road passes, as well as the very populous districts all 
round Glasgow to the north and the whole of the north of Ireland. 

Should you consider it an advantageous arrangement that the revenue and ex- 
penditure upon the line of road from Glasgow to Port-Patrick should be consolidated 
so as to introduce a system of efficient management and economy’ — I certainly 
think It 13 the only practicable way, and one principal way of efiecting this great 
improvement; of course, attention being paid to all existing rights and interests. 

If the Committee should be of opinion that an arrangement of that kind were 
practicable, should you think it likely that the parties locally interested would be 
willing to accede to such an arrangement, due regard being had to existing public 
and private rights?— Yes, I should hope that feeling would be general: I am not 
prepared to say exactly how far; but, from a petition to that effect bein^ lately 
unanimously signed at a county meeting in Ayrshire, at which I was present,” 1 have 
little doubt of the feeling in that county. 

Can you state to the Committee what has been tile diminution in the number of 
travellers on that line since steam packets have been established in the different 
communications between Ireland and Great Britain?- To a very great degree 
between Ayr and Port-Patrick, as I understand the coaches are now given up 
which used formerly to run, and at several of the stages there are now no cost 
horses kept. 

Should you consider it probable, that if steam packets were established at Port- 
Patnek, and the road improved between Port-Patrick and Ayr, that the intercourse 
by tliat line would return ?— I have no doubt that it would both return and 
increase. 
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